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Abstract

Thefocusof the study isIraq coverage by Arab satellite channelsasa
model of current and ongoing news. News tackled by Arab and non-
Arab satellite channels, since theinvasion of Iraq in March 2003 and
its occupation in April 9" 2003 by the US troops. New styles for
editing and writing news of Iraq have emerged. Dueto the huge and
quickly changing amount of news on Iraq, the preparation of such
news has become an elaborate, complicated process that goes beyond
thetraditional depiction of current affairs. It has become a delicate
process that hasits own means, techniques and philosophy. Newsis
no longer a description of an instant event of interest, but rather an
opportunity wher eby everyonetriesto give their own judgment for
or against thisor that party or operation during the years of

occupation.

To achievethe objectives of the study, the researcher analyzed the
content of Iraq coveragein Al Jazeera and Al-Arabia, two private
channelsintentionally selected for thisstudy. The study sample
consisted of 72 news bulletins from both channdl, i.e. 37 news bulletin
from each, randomly taken from news bulletins br oadcasted by the

two channels during a specific period.

Content analysisisthetool used in the study. While conducting the
study, theresearcher relied on theoretical literature and previous
studies. These previous studies wer e subjected to the validity and
verification procedures beforethey were applied to the analysis of

news bulletin in thetwo channdls.
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The questions developed by the resear cher as objectivesfor his study

wer e as follows:

1- What are the technical forms adopted by Al-Jazeera and Al-
Arabiafor Iraq coverageduring the period of study?

2- What isthe priority given by Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiato Iraq
coverage during the study?

3- To what extent have Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabia been objective
and balanced in their coverage of Iraq?

The study concluded that both Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabia have dealt
with the newson Iraq with considerableinterest, giving them
relatively extended time. However, the details of coverage have been
different in the two cases. Asa result, each channel responded
differently to the questions of the study. Both lacked balance and
objectivity in their coverage of newson Iraqg.

Thethesisrecommended that news cover age should not be selective,
and that professional objectivity and balance should always govern
the selection, editing and broadcasting of news.
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